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This applied course will provide you with an introduction of quantitative text analysis methods that allow 

you to systematically extract information from texts. The course will start with more traditional approaches 

such as manual hand-coding, but quickly moves to recent advances in social science methodology that treat 

words as data. The course will begin with important concepts in content analysis such as content validity 

and intercoder reliability. We will afterwards take a closer look at manual hand-coding approaches as for 

instance employed in the famous Comparative Manifesto Project which rely on human coders to code the 

content of texts according to a predefined category scheme. Afterwards, we will move to computer-assisted 

dictionary-based text analysis techniques. Dictionary-based content analysis employs computers to code 

the content of documents by relying on previously devised codebooks, which assigns individual words to 

specific thematic categories. Next, we will deal with refinements of the dictionary approach such as 

Sentiment Analysis and Wordscores. While the former approach allows for the study of attitudes or 

emotions in texts, the latter allows the researcher to automatically extract policy positions from political 

texts such as election manifestos or speeches. This course is an applied course for beginners and 

intermediate users of content analysis that provides participants with an overview of the theoretical 

foundations of quantitative text analysis, but which is mainly practical and applied so that participants learn 

how to use these methods in their own research. The course will therefore combine theoretical sessions with 

practical exercises to allow participants to immediately apply the presented techniques. Other more 

advanced techniques of unsupervised scaling and topic coding will be reserved for an advanced version of 

this class for which this class is a requirement. 

 

 

 Tema Lecturas 

Day 1  Introduction / Hand-

Coding 

Krippendorff 2004 Ch. 5,6,11,13 ; Klingemann et al. 2006 Ch 1, 8, 

Appendices 

Day 2  Working with Text as 

Data 

Klüver 2009, Porter 1980 

Day 3 Dictionary Coding Laver and Garry 2000; Langer and Sagarzazu, 2016 

Day 4 Sentiment Analysis Hu and Liu 2004; Thomas et al 2006; Hart and Childers 2005 

Day 5 Supervised Scaling: 

Wordscores 

Laver et al 2003; Klemmensen et al 2007; Benoit and Laver 2003 
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