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Innovation ecosystems are at the heart of thriving economies. The Industry 4.0 promises to 
revolutionize various aspects of societies and economies. Brazil’s economic, social, and 
institutional contexts are complex and present challenges for entrepreneurial and innovation 
initiatives, as well as offering great potential for development. 

A crucial question imposes itself in this context: how can innovation ecosystems related to 
industry 4.0 be created and expanded in developing countries? The answer to this question 
holds the promise that the gap between poor and rich countries will not continue to widen 
indefinitely.  
In this course, you will learn about the state-of-the-art of industry 4.0 and innovation 
ecosystems, but, most importantly, you will be able to see how such realities have been taking 
shape in the context of a major developing country. 

You will:

• Learn the basics of innovation ecosystems and industry 4.0 and their specificities 
regarding the institutional context of a developing country

• Understand the current streams of research involving both realities

• Visit industry 4.0-related companies and startups embedded in local innovation 
ecosystems

This course is designed for:

• Undergraduate and graduate students, professors, researchers, professionals and 
policymakers who are interested in innovation ecosystems and/or industry 4.0
Candidates must:

• Either hold a bachelor degree or be in the last year of an undergraduate course

• Understand spoken and written English
Only those who attend a minimum of 75% of the course will receive the conclusion certificate.

Introduction



Working Schedule

Day Morning
Afternoon Professors Content and Activities Where

13/01
Morning
09h - 12h

Afternoon
14h - 17h

Design Strategies
for the Future of

Healthcare

Prof. Leandro
Tonetto
Unisinos

We will discuss design strategies 
to support the development of 
healthcare, focusing on 
future-oriented scenarios, patient 
experience and digital health. We 
will also discuss applied design 
research in the healthcare field

Visit to a public healthcare facility

Unisinos
Porto Alegre

Day Morning
Afternoon Professors Content and Activities Where

14/01
Morning
09h - 12h

Afternoon
14h - 17h

Emerging 
Technologies 
Enabling the 

Future Intelligent 
World

Visit to ITT Chip 
(Semiconductor 

Technology 
Institute)*

Cristiano B. B. 
and Rodrigo 
Righi
Unisinos

Cristiano B. B.
Unisinos

This class will introduce the 
state-of-the-art of leading 
emerging technologies for 
enabling innovation ecosystems, 
such as smart devices, edge and 
cloud computing, mobile 
communications

Visit to a plant of a local 
technology institute which 
develops Industry 4.0-related 
technologies

Unisinos
Porto Alegre

Unisinos 
São Leopoldo

Day Morning
Afternoon Content and Activities Where

15/01
Morning
09h - 12h

Afternoon
14h - 17h

High-tech 
Entrepreneurship 

+ Business 
Growth

Meetings with 
local high-tech 
entrepreneurs

How are innovation ecosystems 
conducive to the creation and 
proliferation of high-tech 
businesses in Brazil?
How Brazilian businesses have 
been mobilizing industry 4.0 tools 
to grow?

We will get to know the reality of 
local high-tech SMEs. These 
entrepreneurs will tell us about 
the challenges faced in a 
developing context and the 
strategies they mobilize to tackle 
them when engaging to an 
innovation ecosystem.

Unisinos
Porto Alegre

Unisinos 
São Leopoldo

Professors

Diego 
Marconatto
Unisinos

Day Morning
Afternoon Content and Activities Where

17/01
Morning
08h30
09h30

Afternoon
14h - 18h

Current Studies on 
Innovation 

Ecosystems and 
Industry 4.0 (Brazil 
and LATAM): The 

Development of the 
Internet of Things 

in Brazil 

Visit to Randon 
(Caxias do Sul)

Presentation and discussion of 
a nationwide research project 
focused on the development of 
the Internet of Things 
technologies in Brazil

We will visit Randon – 
an international Brazilian 
company – with a partner 
startup – Sirros IoT – to discuss 
the development of Industry 
4.0 in the local context

Unisinos
Porto Alegre

Caixas do Sul

Professors

Prof. 
Amarolinda 
Klein
Unisinos

Day Morning
Afternoon Content and Activities Where

16/01
Morning
09h - 12h

Afternoon
14h - 17h

Social Impact of 
Fake News: 

Technological 
Innovation in 

Communication 
Research

We will engage the attendants at 
workstations to present them with 
different research approaches 
employed in the field of 
communication studies and to show 
how these approaches can be 
mobilized within the context of 
innovation ecosystems
• Conference with the Coordinator 
Professor of the Graduate 
Communication Program: we will 
discuss the key research projects 
conducted by the program regarding 
innovation ecosystems, as well as look 
at the program’s studies and the main 
theme of the activity 
• First and second workstations
• Third and fourth workstations
• Closing: collective activity

Unisinos
Porto Alegre

Professors

Prof. Maria 
Clara B. 
(and other 
professors 
from the PPG) 
Unisinos



Enrollment until 03/01/2020

When: January 13th through 17th
Where: Unisinos, # 1600, Av. Dr. Nilo Peçanha, Porto 
Alegre/RS
Enrollment Requirements: Open to Latin American 
students, professionals, policymakers and entrepreneurs 
who are fluent in English
Academic Load: 30 hours (total)
Daily Schedule: from 09h to 12h | from 14h to 17h

http://www.unisinos.br/cursos-de-extensao/summer-school-deve
loping-innovation-ecosystems-to-the-industry-4-0-ex124600/33
628/matricula


